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i Bucnos Aires

The government of President
‘Ilia has a cuerrilla problem
Jon ils handy, 1y 1 with a sub-
wversive orzaniation,  whose
:ramificalions and political in-
tentions are Dbeing rigorously
probed.

Army and police forces have
boen entrusted with the re-
imoval of the menace.

* This is nol just unecasy re-
raction to cvents in the neigh-
Jboring territory of Brazil.

Reports have been trickling
down here for the past scveral
:months of groups of Castro-
style bcearded revolutionarics
being rccruited and trained in
‘the hills and woodlands of

.Salta Province to the far north, -

News Develops

Thesc were finally given the
stamp’ of military confirmation
by Maj-Gen, Julio Alsogaray,
commander of the hational
‘gendarmcrie, which is the
Army's frontier defense force.
He has announced that links
exist between - the guerrilla

proups dand polmcal contacts in-.

~

By Norman Inglcy
Spec;al Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor |,

Brazil, Bolivia, Cuba, and the
“national liberation front” m
Venezucla,

Previous reports of this sus-
picious political if not revolu-
tionary activity in Argcntmas
northwest obtained prominence
only on the inside provincial”
news pages of the metropalitan
press.

Tacuara Watched

Today 1{he guerrillas are’
{front - page news, especially:
the photographs of various
arsenals discovered by General
Alsogaray’s troops. *

These have contained princi-
pally arms of Sovict manufac-
lure, extending to machine
guns, hand grenades and ba-
zookas, wilth antitank mortars”
and field radios.

A score of arrests have been
made by the gendarmerie fol~
lowing a five-week hunt. Most
of them were advanced-in-
years university students,
stcovenes of tlus nature are

‘ ! et isnpiiditatdire - -+

not so menacing as they appear,
shocking as the dxsclosures
have been,

Argentina is largely a devel~
oped country, in its most vul-
nerable political parts at least,
and there could be no surprise
scizure of government by guer-
rilla forces, if these evér ac-

. cumulated numerical strength.
Complacency has been shat-.

tered on this occasion by .the
dlsclosurc of a general sub-
versive conspiracy,
linked with the guerrillas but
with left and -right extremist

- associations which now are be-

ing investigated in most cities
and towns. ’

Here, again, this is no sudden
devclopment. “Tacuara” is the
name that has been on and off
the lips of most citizens since

before the beginning of the

year.
Hitherlo it had been regarded
as an exclusxvely natijonalist

. organization with strong anti-

Semilic bias.
Many of the members were
reported sons of well-to-do

families and the majorily uni-.

versity students. .

Brutahty Notled -
The sotial background pic-

!ture still holds but not the idea

-of Tacuara being complctely-

rightist.
Army and police xcporls say

there are leftist and rightist’

groups within the mgamadtxon.
In fact, Tacuara members were
discovered among the-. north-
western guerrillas,

In view of these extensive

subversive  activitics: — from
Patagonia to the Chaco~--specs

-ulation inevitably arose rcgard-_

mg the financing. -
With Castro llnks provcn.

possibly’

- for national: revolution” which

wecre suspected.

Then one day Minister of In=
terior Juan S. Palmero was in-
vited to federal ‘police head-;
quarlers in Buenos Aires, Hc“
with the Argentine public the:
day aftcxwaxd was astounded
at the story told. ’

.For past months pcople hcxc
have been both disturbed and

intrigued by the exiensive scale -

and brazen brutality of armed
hold-ups.

Several of these mvolvcd’
stolen sums of scores of mil-
lions of pesos—and merciless
killings. -

Political Ends

It now is apparent
Tacuara was responsible for the
most revolting of these crimes.
{0 “raise"” funds for their politi-,
cal ends.

What are
ends? :

Organized labor is as suse
picious as most other scctors.
of society. i

The Genceral Labor Confcd-
cration is divided and has its
own share of extremists, but!
officially it strives {o maintain
a constitutionally responsible
front.

At a recent indoor rally in
Rosario Cily, a_ river porl,
Tacuara agenis penctraled the
asscinbly and fatally shot {wo
trade union leaders on the
speakers platform. The assail-
ants escaped. :

Therc have been other polili-
cal killings—mostly of alleged |
Communists—by the organiza-]
tion.

The police, however, cone
tend there is just as much evi-
dence that Tacuara is left wing
and Marxist.

In any case it is a “movement

thcse polmcal-f

obwously recruxts desperadocs‘

that}

-




